More than 150 years after the pioneering study by John Snow, more than 50 years since the Framingham longitudinal studies, and more than 30 years since the British civil servants cohort (the Whitehall Study), the improvement of methods and the growing output in epidemiology have led to the creation of epidemiological subspecialties like clinical epidemiology, environmental epidemiology, social epidemiology, and nutritional epidemiology. The list of subspecialties is virtually unlimited, since the epidemiological method has proven highly flexible in its dialogue with other scientific fields, as demonstrated by its partnership with genomic research.
